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The convention that a retiring president deliver an address on a subject of his or her interest and 
expertise was introduced to the Linnean Society of New South Wales by its founding president, Sir William 
Macleay, at the first annual general meeting, early in 1876. Macleay’s example has been followed and 
refined by most of his successors. It is a convention that seems to have arisen in the nineteenth century as 
scientific societies came to elect to presiding office, members who were active in science. The Linnean 
Society of London, founded in 1788, waited until 1854 and the presidency of Thomas Bell before receiving a 
scientific anniversary address. Bell’s predecessors, if they attended the anniversary meetings, had been 
content to report on the society’s affairs and read obituaries of deceased Fellows. An earlier model is the 
Geological Society of London (founded 1807), of which W. J. Stephens — by all accounts the sponsor of our 
name, the Linnean Society of New South Wales — was a Fellow. The Geological Society takes pride in a 
series of printed scientific discourses reaching back to that of W. H. Fitton in 1828. Both these innovative 
presidents, Bell and Fitton, incidentally, had links with Australia and the Macleay family. 

The record of the first fifty years of the Linnean Society of New South Wales, compiled by the then 
Secretary A. B. Walkom and published as a pamphlet in 1925, contains details of early presidents and other 
officers. It was once hoped to issue a sequel to celebrate our centenary session (1974-5) but the scheme fell 
victim to the financial problems that have beset the Society during the past decade and show no sign of 
abating. Some of the information gathered for that sequel, however, ought not be lost and as opportunity 
offers will be put on record in the Proceedings. A key to the Memorial Series appeared recently ( Proc . 103, 
1979: 133-4). It is followed now by summary details of presidential addresses printed since 1925. Many of 
these works have lasting value, as fine examples of scientific exposition and as important statements of 
original observation, penetrating discussion or historical record. Collectively, they mark significant 
contributions to science, and not just Australian science, offered in the name of the Linnean Society of New 
South Wales. 


Session 

1925- 26 Herbert James Carter [1858-1940] 

Entomology — past and present. 

Proc. 51, 1926: x-xxix 

1926- 27 Eustace William Ferguson [1884-1927] 

Medical and veterinary entomology in Australia — a review. 

Proc. 52, 1927: xv-xxviii 

1927- 28 Launcelot Harrison [1880-1928] 

Host and parasite. 

Proc. 53, 1928: ix-xxxi 

1928- 29 William Rowan Browne [1884-1975] 

An outline of the history of igneous action in New South Wales till the close 
of the Palaeozoic era. 

Proc. 54, 1929: ix-xxxix 

1929- 30 Henry Sloane Halcro Wardlaw [1889-1970] 

Some aspects of the adaptation of living organisms to their environment. 
Proc. 55, 1930: viii-xxv 
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1930- 31 

1931- 32 

1932- 33 

1933- 34 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 


Edwin Cheel [1872-1951] 

A review of the myrtle family (Myrtaceae). 

Proc. 56, 1931: vi-xxvii 

Theodore George Bentley Osborn [1887-1973] 

The plant in relation to water. 

Proc. 57, 1932: vi-xxii 
Charles Anderson [1876-1944] 

The fossil mammals of Australia. 

Proc. 58, 1933: ix-xxv 

Arthur Neville St George Burkitt [1891-1959] 

Some aspects of the vertebrate nervous system. 

Proc. 59, 1934: v-xxv 
William John Dakin [1883-1950] 

The aquatic animal and its environment. 

Proc. 60, 1935: vii-xxxii 
Walter La wry Waterhouse [1887-1969] 

Some observations on cereal rust problems in Australia. 

Proc. 61, 1936: v-xxxviii 
Carl Adolph Sussmilch [1875-1946] 

The geological history of the Cainozoic era in New South Wales. 

Proc. 62, 1937: viii-xxxiii 
Ernest Clayton Andrews [1870-1948] 

Some major problems of structural geology. 

Proc. 63, 1938: iv-xl 

Theodore Cleveland Roughley [1888-1961] 

A review of the scientific investigation of the fisheries of New South Wales. 
Proc. 64, 1939: vi-xxvii 
James Macdonald Holmes [1896-1966] 

The science of the soil. A stocktaking of present trends. 

Proc. 65, 1940: vi-xxiv 
Robert Henry Anderson [1899-1969] 

The effect of settlement upon the New South Wales flora. 

Proc. 66, 1941: v-xxiii 
Arthur Bache Walkom [1889-1976] 

The background to William Macleay’s endowment of natural history. 
Proc. 67, 1942: iv-xv 
Frank Henry Taylor [1886-1945] 

Some aspects of the control of disease-carrying insects. 

Proc. 68, 1943: iv-x 

Ellis Le Geyt Troughton [1893-1974] 

The imperative need for Federal control of post-war protection of Nature. 
Proc. 69, 1944: iv-xv 
William Rowan Browne [1884-1975] 

An attempted post-Tertiary chronology for Australia. 

Proc. 70, 1945: v-xxiv 
Ida Alison Brown [1900-1976] 

An outline of the history of palaeontology in Australia. 

Proc. 71, 1946: v-xviii 
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1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51 

1951- 52 

1952- 53 

1953- 54 

1954- 55 

1955- 56 

1956- 57 

1957- 58 

1958- 59 

1959- 60 

1960- 61 


Anthony Reeve Woodhill [1900-1965] 

A brief review of progress in the control of some major agricultural insect 
pests in New South Wales during the period 1920-1945. 

Proc. 72, 1947: iv-xi 

George Davenport Osborne [1899-1955] 

A review of some aspects of the stratigraphy, structure and physiography of 
the Sydney Basin. 

Proc. 73, 1948: iv-xxxvii 
Lilian Ross Fraser [1908- ] 

A gummosis disease of citrus in relation to its environment. 

Proc. 74, 1949: v-xviii 
Rutherford Ness Robertson [1913- ] 

The last haunts of demons: a comparative study of secretion and 
accumulation. 

Proc. 75, 12950: iv-xx 
David Joseph Lee [1915- ] 

The problems of insect quarantine. 

Proc. 76, 1951: v-xix 
Alan Neville Colefax [1908-1961] 

Variations on a theme. Some aspects of scale structure in fishes. 

Proc. 77, 1952: viii-xlvi 
Stephen John Copland [1907- ] 

Recent Australian herpetology. 

Proc. 78, 1953: v-xxxvii 
James Matthew Vincent [1911- ] 

The root-nodule bacteria of pasture legumes. 

Proc . 79, 1954: iv-xxxii 
Frank Verdun Mercer [1916- ] 

The water relations of plant cells. 

Proc. 80, 1955: 6-29. 

Frank Verdun Mercer [1916- ] 

Cytology and the electron microscope. 

Proc. 81, 1956: 4-19. 

Stephen John Copland [1907- ] 

Australian tree frogs of the genus Hyla. 

Proc. 82, 1957: 9-108 
Lilian Ross Fraser [1908- ] 

Virus diseases in citrus in Australia. 

Proc. 83, 1958: 9-19 
Spencer Smith-White [1909- ] 

Pollen development patterns in the Epacridaceae. A problem in 
cytoplasm-nucleus interaction. 

Proc. 84, 1959: 8-35 
Thomas George Vallance [1928- ] 

Concerning spilites. 

Proc. 85, 1960: 8-52 
Ivor Vickery Newman [1902- ] 

Pattern in the meristems of vascular plants. II. A review of shoot apical 
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meristems of gymnosperms, with comments on apical biology and 
taxonomy, and a statement of some fundamental concepts. * 

Proc. 86, 1961: 9-59 

1961- 62 James Matthew Vincent [1911- ] 

Australian studies of the root-nodule bacteria. A review. 

Proc. 87, 1962: 8-38 

1962- 63 Bernhard John Frederick Ralph [1916- ] 

Biochemical peculiarities of the larger marine Algae. 

Proc . 88, 1963: 3 (abstract only) 

1963- 64 Gilbert Percy Whitley [1903-1975] 

A survey of Australian ichthyology. 

Proc. 89, 1964: 11-127 

1964- 65 Elizabeth Carington Pope [1912- ] 

A review of Australian and some Indomalayan Chthamalidae (Crustacea: 
Cirripedia). 

Proc. 90, 1965: 10-77 

1965- 66 Donald Thomas Anderson [1931- ] 

The comparative early embryology of the Oligochaeta, Hirudinea and 
Onychophora. 

Proc. 91, 1966: 10-43 

1966- 67 Roger Charles Carolin [1929- ] 

The concept of the inflorescence in the order Campanulales. 

Proc. 92, 1967: 7-26 

1967- 68 Lawrence Alexander Sidney Johnson [1925- ] 

Rainbow’s end: the quest for an optimal taxonomy. 

Proc. 93, 1968: 8-45 

1968- 69 Thomas George Vallance [1928- ] 

Spilites again: some consequences of the degradation of basalts. 

Proc. 94, 8-51 

1969- 70 Frank Verdun Mercer [1916- ] 

(Annual Report only) 

1970- 71 Neville George Stephenson [1916- ] 

(Annual Report only) 

1971- 72 Lawrence Alexander Sidney Johnson [1925- ] 

Evolution and classification in Eucalyptus. 

Proc. 97, 1972: 11-29 

1972- 73 Harold George Cogger [1935- ] 

(Annual Report only) 

1973- 74 Peter John Terence Cathcart St anbury [1934- ] 

The role of scientific societies — some suggestions for the future. 

Proc. 99, 1974: 7-9 

1974- 75 Thomas George Vallance [1928- ] 

Origins of Australian geology. 

Proc. 100, 1975: 13-43 

1975- 76 Dare William Edwards [1922- ] 

(Annual Report only) 

*For part I see Phytomorphology, 6 (1), 1956: 1-19; part III was presented, by invitation, to the 10th 
International Botanical Congress (1964) and printed J. Linn. Soc. London (Botany), 59, 1965: 185:214. 
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1976- 77 Barbara Gillian Briggs [1934- ] 

Evolution of the Myrtaceae — evidence from inflorescence structure. 
Proc. 102, (1977) 1979: 157-256f 

1977- 78 Barry Deane Webby [1934- ] 

The Ordovician stromatoporoids. 

Proc . 103, (1978) 1979: 83-121 


jThe text printed is an expanded paper, with Dr L. A. S. Johnson as joint-author, related to Dr Briggs’ 
Presidential Address. 
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